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Welcome from Chairman, 

Dean Toon 

Welcome to our first ever CB 

Newsletter. This newsletter is designed 

to give an insight into the Constituent Body, our objectives 

and to enhance our dialogue with our customer base, our 

members clubs. We hope you find the content useful and 

we would welcome feedback on its look and content. We 

will adjust as we go along.  

The recent Rugby World Cup saw England reach the final 

in Yokohama, Japan, following a spectacular semi-final 

against the usually dominant All Blacks. This was an 

amazing achievement for all concerned and we would like 

to acknowledge the contributions of two players who 

played for our clubs Dan Cole and Manu Tuilagi who rose through the ranks of South Leicester and 

Hinckley respectively. 

This also presents a great opportunity to welcome new players into the game of all ages. The game 

in the county continues to flourish with many options for people to play the game at any level and 

many different formats. 

I couldn’t end my first message without recognising the tireless work of the volunteer base in our 
member clubs and the CB. We all share the same passion to keep grass roots rugby thriving. The 

game wouldn’t survive without you all.   

Rugby Round Up 
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Season Update 

It has been a busy start to the season with clubs into their respective fixtures for the 

2019/20 season and those with Age Grade sections playing development fixtures. 

This also sees the second year of new league structure at Colts Level. With the Rugby 

World Cup boost all our clubs are open to continually welcoming new and returning 

players at all levels young and old.  

Highlights so far; In Leicestershire, the start of 

the season has been a flying one. The 

Leicestershire Colts League was launched with a 

festival at South Leicester RFC on Saturday 7th 

September and was very well attended by clubs 

competing in this seasons league. We have also 

seen the 1st Round County Cup games taking 

place at senior and junior levels. The U14’s, U15’s 

and U16’s took place back in September with 

quarter finals across November and seeing some 

great rugby being played across the county.  

Many clubs have been dogged by waterlogged pitches throughout November, despite this unusual 

rainfall, Rugby has been played and clubs have utilised the AGP and 3G pitches available in the 

county. It has been great to see clubs with age grade sections continuing to meet on a Sunday 
morning for social activities or fitness training to keep the kids engaged and seeing their friends 

and teammates on a Sunday morning.  

A number Under 10’s teams across the county had the opportunity to participate in the Prima Cup. 

The U11’s and U12’s also have their opportunity to participate in a bigger competition as part of 

the Landrover Cup with those fixtures played in November.  

On the senior front, County Cup and Bowl competition have commenced. Our website details the 

clubs playing in each tournament and once the results are in, we will get them on there as soon as 

we can. Last season we saw the highest number of games fulfilled in a long time and now have 

other clubs outside of the county looking to join our competitions.  

Calendar of Events 

A full list of all our events can be found on the website and include details of the events themselves. 

Below is a summary of what’s coming up before Christmas. 

http://leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk/events 

If you have an event that would benefit the wider county, then please let us know so we can add to 

the calendar. 

RFU CPD’s and courses will be added to the calendar in the future so you will be able to see what 

courses are available to you in Leicestershire. 

 

http://leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk/events
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Where’s the President?  
I feel very privileged to be appointed President for 2019-20 

I have had a great start, hosting Peter Wheeler, RFU President, at my home 

club Oakham for their first home game before Peter went off to Japan. It 

must be a rare occasion for the RFU and the CB Presidents to live in the 

same County, especially one so small as Rutland. I have enjoyed very warm 

welcomes wherever I have been; Thank you to all the clubs I have been to 

already - Market Harborough for their Coaching Conference, Hinckley and 

Birstall for their RFU Accreditations, Lutterworth for lunch and first team 

match, Melton to watch U16 County Cup match, Stoneygate Minis morning, Aylestone Athletic for 
a first team match, Vipers for VPs buffet and match, Market Harborough Past Players Lunch, the 

Referees Society Presidents Lunch, Oadby Wygg’s Past Players Lunch and Match, U15s 

quarterfinal at Hinckley and  Presidents Reception at Aylestone St James. 

It was great to watch two games under lights too; one at Oakham and one at Oadby Wygg, both of 

which were refereed by Jenny with good wins for both home teams 

I am looking forward to attending Presidents Days, Sponsors Days, Old and Past Players Days, 

Ladies matches, Land Rover Cup and presenting more accreditations. Thank you to all clubs which 

have already invited me.  

My diary is enjoyably busy but I would really like to accept invitations from as many clubs as 

possible during the season. Please consider a date that is suitable for YOUR club. I have all the 

mini/junior dates in my diary so if you are lucky enough to host one I look forward to seeing you 

there. 

I hope you all have a successful season but above all enjoy your rugby, whether playing, 

supporting, coaching or running a rugby club. 

Barbara Crellin 

President 

Leicestershire Rugby Union 2019/20 

 

If you see us, say hello…  

Across the season you will likely see a number of committee and sub-committee members visiting 

clubs across the county as we come and say hello and enjoy watching your games and having a chat 

about your successes or areas we can advise and assist with for the future. If you see any of us at 

your club, please come and say ‘Hello’! We are here to support grassroots rugby. If you want to 

know who we are, then you can find out more about us on the Key Contacts page of our website. 

We are usually wearing county kit in some form, so should be easy to spot. 

http://leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk/about/contact-us 

http://leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk/about/contact-us
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RFU Presidents Value the Volunteer of the year  

Leicestershire Rugby Union were delighted to 

see Brian Hesford receive an award at 

Twickenham on Saturday 24th August in 

recognition for his hard work and volunteering 

across the grassroot game in Leicestershire. 

County President for 2016-17 and Melton 

Mowbray RFC’s only County President in its 

history, Brian, a Yorkshireman who played in 

Wales and came to Leicestershire in 1979, 

played at Melton and for Leicester Thursday. 

His involvement with the CB began with 

coaching and as team manager of the Colts, he 

became Chair of Club Leicestershire and 

delivered RFU Coaching Courses. A long-time supporter of rugby in all its formats Brian joined the 

Discipline Panel and became Secretary, a position he held with quiet efficiency for in excess of a 

decade until stepping down at the end of last season. Brian is truly a county stalwart! 

Brian, accompanied by his wife Isobel, who was also celebrating her 70th birthday, was given a 

tour of the ground before watching the England v Ireland match. They also enjoyed lunch and an 

overnight stay with evening dinner at the Lensbury Hotel.  

Brian was joined by Leicestershire President Barbara Crellin and Leicestershire RFU Councillor, 

Peter Howard. 

A great weekend for a great rugby volunteer. Congratulations Brian – well deserved! 

 

RFU Community Team 
Your local RFU community team work hard throughout the year to assist clubs 

and schools with the delivery of rugby union in Leicestershire. We will be 

telling a bit about what the team are doing each newsletter. In this first edition, 

we introduce you to the team.  

Firstly, we welcome Jenna Bonser back from maternity leave. Jenna is our Regional Development 

Officer (RDO). Thank you to Anna Macdonnell who has been keeping her boots warm in the 
interim. In addition, we say some more hello’s and goodbyes. Phil Milton, CRC has left his post, 

but will still be involved with rugby on a local level with his own club, Ashby RFC, but will also be 

assisting with the Colts league as an LRU Volunteer moving forward. Tim Westwood has also 

moved on to become one of the RDO’s in Warwickshire. Thank you to both for the hard work they 

have committed to delivering community coaching in Leicestershire. 
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So that means we have two new faces to introduce to you. Andrew Milner and Pete Talbot have the 

joined the team as CRC’s. I’m sure many of you will already have had the opportunity to meet the 

guys and say hello. 

Andrew joins us from Northampton where he has been 

a CRC since 2014 and is a local lad, playing for Syston 

RFC and studying at Loughborough University. Pete is 

new to the team but is also a local man, also having 
played at Syston RFC and the Tigers Academy and 

playing for Rugby Lions, Birmingham & Solihull and 

Coventry. Welcome to both and we look forward to 

promising season for 2019/20 and beyond.  

 

Girls X7’s Rugby Schools Festival 

On Thursday 21st November Loughborough University hosted the first Girls X7’s Rugby Schools 

Festival of the season. The festival was targeted towards new or developmental schools in the Girls 

Rugby landscape, with many of teams playing their first ever game. With over 160 U13 and U15 

girls taking part in the day there was lots of fun, laughing and positive energy being seen all around 

the venue. 

Throughout the whole day, all the schools in attendance showed impeccable Core Values along 

with some amazing rugby talent. The next girls X Rugby 7’s festival will be held in March; we 
would welcome as many local clubs and/or volunteers to attend the event to capture the incredible 

enthusiasm from the girls participating by providing them with information about where to play 

outside of school.  

For any further information on the festival or how to get involved, do not hesitate to contact any of 

the Leicestershire RFU Local Delivery Staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Just to say THANK YOU VERY MUCH – we had a WONDERFUL time yesterday! 😊” – Julia 

Gomez, Teacher, Loughborough High School 
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The team also delivered a city u13s & u15s boys festival on 

Tuesday 19th November at Leicester Forest RFC, with 14 

teams taking part from schools across Leicester (approx. 200 

kids). 

Great work from the Leicestershire delivery team targeting 

schools to get kids playing rugby and hopefully feed into clubs 

across the county so we can continue to grow and sustain the 

game. 

 

Regulation Focus 
Half Game Rule  

New in regulation 15 released on the 1st August 2019 is the Half Game Rule, it was introduced last 

year as good practice and has now come in under the regulations. 

15.12 Half Game Rule  

15.12.1 Other than set out in Regulation 15.12.2, all clubs, teams, schools and colleges must 

ensure that each player selected in every match day squad plays at least half of the Available 

Playing Time. This requirement is mandatory across the entire age grade game and in respect of all 

contact and non-contact age grade matches, including 7 a-side matches and festivals/tournament 

matches.   

15.12.2 In respect of the U18 Academy Competition only, all clubs must ensure that each player 

selected in every match day squad plays at least 20% of the Available Playing Time.  

15.12.3 ‘Available Playing Time’ means the total amount of playing time available to a team on any 

particular day. Where a team is participating in multiple matches in one day, the total available 
playing time will be the total number of minutes across all matches played by the team on that day; 

and in all cases (a) includes playing time spent off the pitch due to a temporary injury or yellow 

card and (b) excludes playing time that would have been available had a match not be abandoned 

or shortened due to bona fide reasons or in accordance with Regulation 15.11.3.  

15.12.4 Regulation 15.12.1 will not apply in the event that a player is permanently removed from 

the match 

(a) due to an injury incurred during the match;  

b) as a result of a bona fide risk of injury; or  

(c) as a result of a red card or in the event of the referee requesting that a player be permanently 

removed from the match.    

This is the link to the infographic with tips on it. 

https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/3f/3fb04276-7b96-47b8-897e-d875e63b73ee/half-game-top-tips.pdf
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Hire the AGP  

The county AGP at Leicester Forest RFC is available for hire during 

the wet and cold months. See the following link for more details 

https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-

club/facilities/booking-an-agp  

An additional AGP and grass pitch at De Montfort University can also 

be hired for training and matches. Full details for Beaumont Park can 

be found here https://www.dmu.ac.uk/campus/leisure/beaumont-

park.aspx    Email beaumont.park@dmu.ac.uk to book  

 

Good News Stories 
Leicestershire has a ‘Strong Heritage’ of players who started their rugby journey as a mini/junior 

and gone on to have a glittering career in professional rugby, as mentioned in the Chairman’s 

intro. In this section we will be shouting about those players and following some of them through 

this season.  

Jack Rowntree call up to England U18’s squad.  

From humble beginning in the under-8s age-group at Hinckley RFC and attended Hastings High 

School in Burbage he joined the Developing Player Programme at Tigers now at Leicester 

Grammar his career is going from  strength to strength. Proving anything is possible if you put 

your mind to it. “Mark Campion coached me all the way through the club and one of his main 

messages was not to give up if you fail,” says the son of former Tigers, England and Lions prop 

Graham. Well done Jack! -We’ll be watching  

 

Local Rugby Planning 
Local rugby planning is the new method of planning how CB’s deliver funding and support to clubs 

for grassroots rugby. Leicestershire Rugby Union, through surveys, face to face discussions and 

observations throughout last season submitted the following objectives for the 2019/20 season: 

1. Retain and recruit more players from junior to senior rugby – All genders 

2.  Retain and recruit more adult male players– Improve non-traditional playing offers and      

reduce walkovers in lower XVs   

3. Improve recruitment & retention of volunteers – Develop and fund Volunteer recruitment 

plan for CB and clubs 

4. Improve pitch quality in CB clubs 

Throughout this season we will reporting back on how we are achieving these objectives and a 

number of clubs will already have had communications from us on the above. 

https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-club/facilities/booking-an-agp
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-club/facilities/booking-an-agp
https://www.dmu.ac.uk/campus/leisure/beaumont-park.aspx
https://www.dmu.ac.uk/campus/leisure/beaumont-park.aspx
mailto:beaumont.park@dmu.ac.uk
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Did you know? 

Each edition we will be highlighting some of the facilities, funding and advice on opportunities 

available to your clubs 

VAT Helpline - Clubs across the country continue to make savings and benefit from free advice 

given on the VAT helpline, advising how to optimise levels of VAT recovery on general expenditure 

and facility improvements and explaining what incomes are VAT free. Over the past season this 

has seen VAT savings of just under £2m achieved across the game. The first 30 minutes of advice is 

free to clubs, with any additional services provided at greatly reduced rates. Clubs can contact the 

helpline either by calling Russell on 07710 329317 or by emailing their enquiry to 

russellmoore@sportsvat.co.uk 

Online legal documents - RFU clubs are provided with online support for the creation of legal 

documents, allowing clubs to draft their own legal documents, simply by answering a series of 

easy-to-answer questions.  

Many documents are available free of charge, and include such things 

as: 

• Employment agreement 

• Website privacy policy 

• Health and safety policy creator 

• Agreement for the supply of goods 
 

Click here to access the documents - clubs will need to register by entering the RFU clubs' 

voucher code - ARAG751BIZ  

 

Calling all girls years 6&7 
There will be an event at Leicester Forest RFC on January 

5th at 1pm for girls of school years 6 and 7 who are 

currently playing in mixed teams and are looking for clubs 

and teams where they can continue to play as they move in 

the older age groups and beyond.  

The event will enable girls to play with other girls the same 

age already playing across the county and to introduce them 

to clubs that have established girl’s teams already so girls 

can carry on playing the game they love.  

 

mailto:russellmoore@sportsvat.co.uk
http://links.emails.rfumail.com/ctt?kn=15&ms=NzU0NjQzNwS2&r=MjY5ODA2NzI4OTUwS0&b=0&j=MTM3MjU1Mzk2OQS2&mt=1&rt=0
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Be Associated with our brand 
We have a number of opportunities available for any businesses who would be interested in 

partnering with Leicestershire Rugby Union. If you are a local business and want to know more, 

then please contact us via sponsorship@leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk or find out more from our 

website  

Click on the video for a snapshot of what we are about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your club has news or events that you would like us to add to the bi-monthly newsletter, then 

please get in touch. Email us press@leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk  

We want to share your good news across the county. 

Follow us on       

leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk 

mailto:sponsorship@leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk
http://leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk/about/be-associated-with-our-brand
mailto:press@leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/FlavoursOfRugby/
https://twitter.com/FOR_LRU
https://www.instagram.com/leicestershirerugby/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAKf2rw0HmU

